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FACTS  ABOUT  TWO  RIVERS  PROJECT 
Douglas  County,  Nebraska 


Official  Name 


Two  Rivers. 


Location : 


In  Douglas  County,  Nebraska,  about  22  miles  west  of  Omaha,  on 
the  broad  fertile  bottom  lands  in  the  valley  between  the  Platte 
and  Elkhorn  Rivers. 


Number  of  Units: 
History  of  Pro.iect: 


38  houses  and  outbuildings. 

Initiated  by  the  Federal  Emergency  Relief  Administration 
in  1934,  assigned  to  the  Resettlement  Administration  for 
completion  in  July  and  legally  transferred  Spetember  15, 
1936. 


Purpose  of  Pro.iect 


Pro.iect  Description: 


This  project  was  initiated  to  provide  farms  for  destitute 
and  low  income  families  from  relief  rolls  in  this  section 
of  Nebraska.    Through  intensive  truck  gardening  and  coop- 
erative farming,  the  occupants  will  be  able  to  achieve 
security,  independence  and  a  satisfactory  standard  of 
living , 

The  land  is  very  fertile  and  well  suited  to  general  farm- 
ing.    Corn  is  an  important  crop  and  truck  crops  are  an 
integral  part  of  the  agricultural  plan.     The  farm  manage- 
ment plan  calls  for  the  individual  ownership  and  operation 
of  4  acres  of  land.    These  small  tracts  are  intensely  worked 
and  produce  a  number  of  different  vegetables  for  home  con- 
sumption, for  sale  through  a  cooperative  marketing  organiza- 
tion or  packed  at  the  community  canning  center  for  retail 
trade.     Each  family  has  facilities  for  50  hens  and  100 
chicks  to  supply  eggs  and  broilers.     In  addition,  there  is 
a  cooperative  farm  consisting  of  1,380  acres  of  fertile 
land  which  is  farmed  cooperatively  by  the  f armsteaders . 
Road  improvement  within  the  project  site  has  been  provided 
and  a  sprinkler  irrigation  system  has  been  installed.  Water 
is  furnished  to  the  homesteaders  by  individual  wells, 
equipped  with  electric  pump  and  pressure  tank.  Electric 
power  will  be  furnished  from  the  lines  of  a  private  utility 
and  all  the  houses  will  be  serviced  with  electricity. 
Plumbing  has  been  installed  in  each  house  and  sewage  dis- 
posal is  provided  through  individual  septic  tanks  with 
drain  fields. 
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House  Description:  The  houses  on  the  project  are  one  and  one-half  story  or 

two  story  frame  constructions.     The  floor  plans  and 
general  appearance  of  the  houses  vary  greatly  as  there 
are  four,   five  and  six  room  types  on  the  project.  A 
living-dining  room  combination  features  all  floor  plans 
and  in  some  of  the  houses  bedrooms  are  located  on  the 
first  floor  and  in  others  on  the  second  floor,  according 
to  the  size  of  the  house.     Preliminary  construction  work 
was  done  by  the  Nebraska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation, 
chiefly  with  relief  labor.     At  the  time  Resettlement  took 
it  over  construction  was  only  partially  finished  on  the  38 
units . 

The,  Homesteaders :  The  occupants  of  the  Two-Rivers  Project  are  a  group  of 

young  or  m.iddle-aged  farm  tenants  or  farm  laborers  who 
formerly  had  no  opportunity  to  own  the  land  they  cultivated. 
.All  residents  are  American  citizens  and  nearly  all  were 
born  in  Nebraska.     Approximately  one-half  of  the  family 
heads  are  under  30  years  of  age.     Only  one  man  had  no 
farming  experience  and  all  but  two  had  lived  on  farms  for 
ten  or  more  years.     All  of  the  wives  report  having  spent 
a  major  part  of  their  lives  in  agricultural  communities. 
Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  men  v/ere  farm  laborers  at  the  time 
selected  for  residence  or  when  last  engaged  in  farming. 
Only  one  member  of  the  new  community  had  been  a  farm  ovmer 
and  two  had  been  tenants.     Many  of  those  who  reported  them- 
selves as  farm  laborers  had  been  tenants,  managers  or 
renters  before  the  depression  of  agricultural  income  had 
brought  about  a  change  in  tenure  status.     Only  five  of  the 
experienced  farm  operators  reported  having  farm  acreages 
of  less  than  150  acres.     Some  had  been  engaged  in  operations 
involving  500  or  more  acres. 


ooOoo 


1 


